Local vs. State Control:
Implementing the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act

If the McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability [2ELL State Intervention Triggers

Agency is unable to comply with the Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) due to a
lack of funding, the State will intervene.

SGMA requires GSA’s to develop and implement a
Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) that outlines
the path to achieve sustainability by 2040.
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Implementation by the local McMullin
Area GSA is the least cost option that carries
the most benefits for the local community.

Implementation by the State Water Re-
sources Control Board is many times more
costly to landowners, and the cost carries
restrictions without providing local benefits.

SGMA is an unfunded law passed by the
State of CA in 2014. The McMullin Area GSA
holds authority to implement the law, but if
unable to due to lack of funding, the State will
intervene.

In the case of State Intervention, the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) would impose a fee struc-
ture on groundwater pumpers many times more costly than the fee proposed by the McMullin Area GSA. Below
are comparisons of the McMullin Area GSA fees at $19 per acre versus the State fees.

GSA vs. State Annual Fee Comparison

$00.00 $1,000.00  $2,000.00 $3,000.00 $4,000.00

State fee $7,300.00*

.$950.00 McMullin Area GSA fee

$5,000.00 $6,000.00 $7,000.00 $8,000.00

B 50 acre ag parcel base annual payment to the State: $7,300
I 50 acre ag parcel annual payment to the McMullin Area GSA: $950 | crop water use/acre foot

*State fee can range from
approximately $5,000 to
over $8,000 depending on

and State requirements.
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