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SPANISH TRANSLATION/TRADUCCIÓN ESPAÑOLA

To listen to the presentation in Spanish, click the globe icon 
at the bottom of your screen and select Spanish.

Para escuchar la presentación en español, haga clic en el 
ícono del globo terráqueo en la parte inferior de la pantalla 
y seleccione Español.



ZOOM WEBINAR DETAILS

 Video and microphone is OFF for participants

 This webinar is being recorded and will be accessible online

 Questions & Answers

 Questions will be answered at the end of the presentation

 Providing Comments during Public Scoping Meeting

 Submit public comments in the Q&A box. We will respond to note 
it has been recorded.



WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

 Sponsor – McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency
 Matt Hurley – Project Director
 Cristel Tufenkjian, Rebecca Quist – Outreach Support

 Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
 Steve Hill – Watershed Planner

 Tetra Tech
 David Munro – Senior Ecologist, PWS
 Sarah Beck – Environmental Scientist

 Bachand & Associates
 Philip Bachand – Principal Investigator

McMullin Expansion Project



AGENDA

 MAGSA Overview

 Purpose and Need

 Project Overview

 Public Participation

 Comments

McMullin Expansion Project



MAGSA OVERVIEW Scoping Meeting 
June 30, 2021



Create a viable, successful Groundwater Sustainability Agency
 Serves the Public's Interest

Work with Regional Partners
 Develop Projects and Programs

Develop Long-Term Strategy
 Water Acquisition
 Infrastructure Development
 Financing

MAGSA GOALS

McMullin Expansion Project



MAGSA

McMullin Expansion Project

County of Fresno
Director Brian Pacheco

Raisin City Water District
Director Gagan Batth

Raisin City Water District
Director Don Cameron, Chair

Mid-Valley Water District
Director Jeevan Singh

Landowner
Director Matt Abercrombie, Vice Chair

5-Member Board



WATERSHED 
LOCATION

McMullin Expansion Project



PURPOSE AND NEED Scoping Meeting 
June 30, 2021



McMullin Expansion Project

Agricultural Water 
Management

Sustainable Groundwater 
Management

Water Quality 
Management

Flood Damage Reduction

• Groundwater Recharge
• Water availability
• Conjunctive use

• Implement MAGSA's groundwater 
sustainability plan

• Improve groundwater sustainability in the 
Kings River Subbasin

• Improve groundwater quality
• Incorporate nutrient management and other 

practices to protect water quality as part of On-
Farm Recharge (OFR)

• Manage river and storm flows
• Protect disadvantaged communities

PURPOSE & NEED



1. Future Without Project/No Action
2. Proposed Action

McMullin Expansion Project
ALTERNATIVES



PROPOSED PROJECT 
BACKGROUND AND OVERVIEW

Scoping Meeting
June 30, 2021



GROUNDWATER 
PROFILE

FALL 2020 
CONTOURS

McMullin Expansion Project



MCMULLIN EXPANSION PROJECTS OVERVIEW

McMullin Expansion Project

 Phase 1 completed in 
2021

 The 300 cfs McMullin 
Expansion extends 
eastward and 
northward covering 
over 40,000 acres

 Main conveyance 
system will divert 
available flood water 
and stormwater flows 
onto private farmlands 
for On-Farm Recharge

Expansion

Expansion
Phase 1



PROJECT BACKGROUND: PHASE 1

McMullin Projects
• Award winning

• 2017 Governor’s 
Environmental Leadership 
Award (GEELA)

• 2020 ASCE Award
• 2020 ACCE Award

• Important Flood-MAR project

Remainder paid 
by matching 

funds

PHASE 1 PROJECTS:
OFR MAIN AND LATERALS

Paid through 
DWR grant 

funds



PROJECT BACKGROUND: PHASE 1

Completed Main Canal In Operation, 2019

McMullin Expansion Project



PROJECT FEATURES: OPERATION

 McMullin Projects 
Operational Capacity = 
450 CFS
 Phase 1 = 150 CFS

 Expansion = 300 CFS

 Available flood water 
and stormwater flows 
diver ted from Kings 
River by Phase 1 
system

 Main Conveyance and 
Lateral Systems deliver 
waters to private 
landowners for OFR
 In l ieu recharge

 Direct  recharge

OFR Farm Pract ices

Phase  1  Conveyance  

Phase  2  Conveyance  



PROJECT FEATURES: CAPITAL

 Main Conveyance 
System:
 ~12 mi,  300 CFS canal

 Floral  pump stat ion 
upgrade

 Booster  Pumps

 Road Cross ings

 Lateral System
 Not  shown

 Bui l t  to  suppor t  OFR 
locat ions

 OFR
 Par t ic ipat ing Pr ivate 

farmlands

 Selected through EQIP 
type program

OFR Farm Pract ices

Phase  1  Conveyance  

Phase  2  Conveyance  



NEPA AND CEQA AIM TO:
1. Consider environmental consequences 

2. Inform the public

3. Allow for public participation

McMullin Expansion Project



State Funds               California Environmental Quality Act

Federal Funds            National Environmental Policy Act

PURPOSE OF THIS PLANNING PHASE

McMullin Expansion Project



PL-566
Watershed Protection and Flood 

Prevention Program
 Agricultural water management
 Flood prevention (flood damage 

reduction)
 Water quality management
 Watershed protection
 Public recreation
 Fish and wildlife
 Municipal and industrial water 

supply

McMullin Expansion Project

Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP)

 Financial and technical assistance 
for conservation practices
 Water management and conservation
 Soil conservation practices
 Nutrient management and efficiency
 Waste management
 Integrated pest management
 Wildlife habitat conservation

RELEVANT NRCS PROGRAMS



Air Quality

Soils and Ag Lands

Cultural Resources Water Resources Land Uses

CommunitiesPolicy and Regulation Economics

McMullin Expansion Project
ISSUES TO CONSIDER



“Agencies shall use an early 
and open process to 

determine the scope of issues 
for analysis . . .”

McMullin Expansion Project

40 CFR 1501.9 - SCOPING



• Are there concerns with the possible outcomes?
• What are the most important environmental 

concerns?
• Is there any controversy?
• What other environmental laws apply?
• When does the decision need to be made?

QUESTIONS TO IDENTIFY THE SCOPE:

McMullin Expansion Project



McMullin Expansion Project

SCHEDULE

Public Scoping CEQA Document Watershed Plan –
NEPA EA

Comment Period: 
June 30 – July 30, 2021

30-day Comment Period:
September 2021

Final CEQA Document:
December 2021

45-day Comment Period:
February 2022

Final Watershed Plan -
NEPA EA:
July 2022



PUBLIC PARTICIPATION Scoping Meeting
June 30, 2021



McMullin Expansion Project

To submit a question or 
comment:
1. Click on the Q&A button at 

the bottom of the screen
2. Type your question or 

comment in the Q&A 
window

3. Click on send

QUESTIONS & COMMENTS



McMullin Expansion Project

Tonight: Submit now using the Q&A feature

Online: www.mcmullinarea.org/OFR

Email: comments@mcmullinarea.org

Mail or hand-deliver:
McMullin Area GSA
275 S. Madera Ave., Suite 301
Kerman, CA 93630

COMMENTS

http://www.mcmullinarea.org/OFR
mailto:comments@mcmullinarea.org


McMullin Expansion Project

Join our email list for latest updates on the 
McMullin Expansion Project
 Meeting notices
 Program updates
 Sign up at www.mcmullinarea.org

Follow us on Twitter and LinkedIn!
 Twitter: @McMullinAreaGSA
 LinkedIn: McMullin Area Groundwater 

Sustainability Agency

STAY INFORMED AND ENGAGED

http://www.mcmullinarea.org/


www.mcmullinarea.org

(559) 515-3339 

Email comments: comments@mcmullinarea.org

Tonight: Submit comments now using the Q&A feature

CONTACT US

http://www.kingswateralliance.org/
mailto:comments@mcmullinarea.org
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