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SPECIAL CAMPAIGNS AND EVENTS 

 
EXPANSION PROJECT: IMPACTED LANDOWNER INFORMATIONAL PACKETS 
 
The MAGSA Outreach Team developed customized informational packets for meetings conducted end of March 
with impacted landowners.  
 
These landowner informational packets included: 

• About MAGSA one-pager (Attachment A) 
• Technical project summary  
• Project Brief one-pager (Attachment B) 
• Technical Team Bios 
• Questions appraiser might ask landowners 
• Project alignment and easement figures (customized for each landowner) 

 
AQUATERRA WATER BANK CAMPAIGN  
 

• Focusing initial communication on 80+ impacted landowners  
• Impacted Landowner Meetings late April at Kerman Community Center 

o Several time slots will be available over the course of two days for landowners’ convenience (each 
meeting will be identical) 
 3 one-hour meetings Wednesday, April 27th from 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM 
 3 one-hour meetings Thursday, April 28th from 3:00 PM to 7:00 PM 

o Outreach being conducted via direct mail and email (if possible) 
o Registration form to attend  
o Landowners will be provided with informational packets  

 
ON-FARM RECHARGE ADOPTION CAMPAIGN, OFR UNIVERSITY 
 

o Communications team coordinating on preliminary work to develop a strategy for On-Farm 
Recharge adoption in MAGSA 

o Coordination with Bachand & Associates to launch OFR University with MAGSA growers and 
interested stakeholders around California  

 
REFINING MAGSA CONTACT LISTS 
 
The MAGSA Outreach team is in the process of organizing and segmenting MAGSA’s contact list to allow for more 
effective and helpful communication to landowners moving forward. 
 



www.mcmullinarea.org

McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency: MAGSA

Who is MAGSA?
The McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
(MAGSA) was formed on January 31, 2017 when Fresno 
County, Raisin City Water District, and Mid-Valley Water 
District executed the McMullin Area Groundwater Sus-
tainability Agency Joint Powers Agreement. MAGSA is 
authorized under the Sustainable Groundwater Manage-
ment Act (SGMA) to manage groundwater at a local level. 

What is “sustainability”?
Sustainability means balanced levels of groundwater by 
2040. SGMA defines sustainable groundwater management 
as the management and use of groundwater in a manner 
that does not cause undesirable results for the following 
indicators:

Chronic Lowering of Groundwater Levels

Reduction of Storage

Degraded Water Quality

Land Subsidence

Surface Water Depletion

What is the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act (SGMA)?
The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) is 
a CA law requiring groundwater levels to be sustainable 
by 2040. SGMA’s goal is to allow local agencies to sustain-
ably manage groundwater by implementing their GSPs.

What is a Groundwater Sustainability 
Plan (GSP)?
A GSP is a roadmap for how a region will avoid the nega-
tive effects of groundwater overdraft and achieve sustain-
ability by 2040. MAGSA actively sought landowner feed-
back during GSP development and continues to do so 
through the Stakeholder Committee and other channels. 
MAGSA’s GSP was adopted in 2019 and can be viewed at: 
www.mcmullinarea.org/gspdownload.

MAGSA is committed to securing a sustainable ground-
water supply through collaboration with landowners and 
the implementation of innovative recharge projects.

Who is the Kings Subbasin?
The Kings Subbasin is made up of seven GSAs including 
MAGSA . Together, these GSAs are coordinating to achieve 
groundwater sustainability in the region. Groundwater is 
managed locally by MAGSA through  policies, programs and 
projects, but long term sustainability requires the collabora-
tion of the entire Kings Subbasin.

Attachment A



Follow us on Twitter and LinkedIn: 
@McMullinAreaGSA

Visit our website at:        
www.mcmullinarea.org or 
scan the QR code below!

Sign up for our MAGSA Landowner Email list 
at: www.mcmullinarea.org/email

How MAGSA Will Achieve Groundwater Sustainability by 2040

MAGSA’s 2022 Projects & Priorities

Equip landowners with specific & accurate groundwater data
• Well registration
• Well metering and telemetry

Increase groundwater supply in the region
• Aquaterra Water Bank
• McMullin On-Farm Flood Capture Expansion Project
• Resources to help landowners adopt groundwater recharge methods in their

water management practices

MAGSA Board of Directors

Seat 1
Brian Pacheco 
County of Fresno

Seat 2
Jonathon DeGroot
Raisin City Water District

Seat 3
Don Cameron
Raisin City Water District

Seat 4
Ariel Namvar
Mid-Valley Water District

Seat 5
Matt Abercrombie 
Landowner

Stay Connected

MAGSA’s Phased Mitigation Approach
MAGSA’s technical consultants spent two years gathering and analyzing data on MAGSA’s groundwater conditions. The 
data tells us the amount of groundwater overdraft occurring that must be reduced to achieve sustainability. Over the 
20-year Groundwater Sustainability Plan implementation timeline, MAGSA is implementing projects like the McMullin
On-Farm Expansion Project and Aquaterra Water Bank along with management actions like well metering to balance the
estimated annual 91,000 acre-feet of groundwater overdraft occurring within the agency.

MAGSA’S OVERDRAFT 
MITIGATION APPROACH

Phased:
2020 2025

10% mitigation

2035

9,110 AF + + + = 91,100
100%=20% mitigation

18,220 AF

30% mitigation

27,330 AF

40% mitigation

36,440 AF

2030 2040
Year



McMullin On-Farm Flood Capture Expansion Project 

The McMullin On-Farm Flood Capture Expansion Project is the second phase of an existing on-farm 
flood capture and recharge project completed in early 2019. Phase 1 has capacity to divert 150 cubic 

feet per second (cfs) of flood water and storm water flow at the James Bypass onto approximately 
5,000 acres of farmland to improve groundwater conditions through recharge. The goal of the 

Expansion Project is to increase conveyance capacity and expand groundwater recharge on farmlands.

MORE THAN GROUNDWATER RECHARGE. 
MORE THAN SURFACE WATER ACCESS.
MORE THAN FLOOD SAFETY. 
IT’S SECURING THE FUTURE OF MAGSA GROWERS FOR YEARS TO COME.

The next phase, the McMullin On-Farm Flood Capture Expansion Project, involves the construction of a 
canal and structures to:

• Extend the existing Phase 1 canal
• Increase the conveyance from the James Bypass from

150 cfs to 450 cfs
The Expansion Project will increase the potential farmland acreage 
for receiving flood and storm water flows for on-farm recharge to an 
estimated 15,000 acres.

P R O J E C T  O V E R V I E W

B A C K G R O U N D

McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency | (559) 515-3339 | mcmullinarea.org

PHASE 1 CANAL IN OPERATION, 2019

~15,000 acres of 
On-Farm Recharge 

potential

More than doubles 
existing surface water 
conveyance capacity

Flood risk reduction 
during wet years for 

communities

MAGSA is committed to pursuing grant funding for its projects to benefit its stakeholders. The following 
grants have been awarded to this project and its participating agencies to date:

$5 million CA Department of Water Resources Prop 1E (Phase 1) 
$10 million State Water Resources Control Board Prop 1 Stormwater Grant

$7 million NRCS Regional Conservation Partnership Program

G R A N T  A W A R D S

Attachment B



McMullin On-Farm Flood Capture Expansion 
Project Map
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