
NRCS EQIP Application Webinar
Wednesday, August 10, 2022



ZOOM WEBINAR DETAILS

• Video & microphone is OFF for participants
• Send a message in the chat if you experience technical difficulties

• Questions and Answers
• Presenters will answer questions submitted through Q&A feature at 

the end of the presentation

• This webinar is being recorded and will be accessible online 
and emailed to webinar participants



To submit a question or comment: 

1. Click on the Q&A button at the bottom of 
the screen

2. Type your question or comment in the 
Q&A window

3. Click send

Q & A



WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS

McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MAGSA)

• Matt Hurley – General Manager

• Ashley Goldsmith & Rebecca Quist – Outreach

USDA | Farm Service Agency (FSA)

• Russ Friend – County Executive Director

USDA | National Resource Conservation District (NRCS)

• Blair Bain – San Joaquin Valley Team Engineer

• Mikhael Kazzi – NRCS Fresno Field Office Soil Conservationist



McMullin Area GSA (MAGSA)

• Located in Fresno County, encompassing 
120,635 acres

• Groundwater-dependent; 91,100 acre-feet of 
annual groundwater overdraft 

• One of 7 GSAs in the Kings Subbasin

• 5-Member Board

• County of Fresno, Brian Pacheco

• Raisin City Water District, Don Cameron 

• Raisin City Water District, Jonathon 
Degroot 

• Mid-Valley Water District, Ariel Namvar

• Landowner, Matt Abercrombie



McMullin Area GSA (MAGSA)

• A $1 million funding pool is available to MAGSA landowners every year for the next 4 years through the USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation Service’s (NRCS) Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 
WaterSMART Initiative.

• This is a great opportunity for MAGSA well owners to fund their well flow meters and telemetry! 

• MAGSA’s Rules and Regulations require well meters and telemetry by Jan. 31, 2025 

• To be eligible for this EQIP WaterSMART funding, an applicant must own or lease and manage their land and 
have an average gross income of $900,000 or less.

• MAGSA is actively pursuing additional well meter and telemetry funding inclusive of all income levels

• To Apply:

• Enroll in the USDA’s Farm Service Agency

• Apply for NRCS EQIP WaterSMART funding

• This webinar will walk you through how to do just that!



Enrolling in the Farm Service Agency

Russ Friend
County Executive Director



Fresno County FSA 
Office Location

USDA Service Center
Farm Service Agency 

4625 W Jennifer Ave STE 109
Fresno, CA 93722

Phone: 559-276-7494 
extension 2

Russ Friend, County Executive Director

Russ.Friend@usda.gov 



Farm Records Establishment 
With FSA For EQIP Programs

USDA requires 
eligibility and farm  

records to be 
established with FSA 

in order to participate 
in NRCS EQIP 

Programs.

Business Structure: 

Contact your local FSA 
office to receive the 
appropriate eligibility 
forms for your operation.



Business Structure
Form AD-2047 if you are new to FSA

Form CCC-902 For Individuals

Form CCC-902 Entities such as Corp, LLC, LP, GP, 

Form CCC-901 Member’s Information

• Provide Signed LLC Membership Agreement

• Provide Signed Corporation Documentation

• Provide Signed Trust Documentation

• Provide Signed General Partnership Agreement

• Provide Signed Limited Partnership Agreement

Find forms online at: https://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eForms/searchAction.do?pageAction=BrowseForms

https://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eForms/searchAction.do?pageAction=BrowseForms


Business Structure Cont.

Form CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income

• Provide for each Social Security number

• Provide for each Tax ID number

Form SF-3881 Direct Deposit

• Provide a voided business check



Farmland

Provide copy of Grant Deed or

Provide copy of Property Tax Bill

Provide signed copy of any land leases

 

Complete and submit form AD-1026 Highly 
Erodible Land Conservation
AD1026-1026Appendix_141030V01 (famers.gov) 



Contact Fresno FSA

Address:  4625 W Jennifer Ave STE 109 Fresno, CA 93722

Phone: (559) 276-7494 Extension 2

Fax: (844) 206-6971

Email: 

Russ.Friend@usda.gov 

Chris.Sannicolas@usda.gov 



Thank you!



BOR WaterSMART Initiative
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MAGSA)

Natural Resources Conservation Service

United States Department of Agriculture

Blair Bain
San Joaquin Valley Team Engineer



Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) WaterSMART Grants

• Supports states, tribes, and local entities 
to implement actions to increase water 
supply through modernizing existing 
infrastructure
• Capacity (storage and conveyance)
• Addressing system losses

•  WaterSMART | Bureau of Reclamation 
(usbr.gov)

https://www.usbr.gov/watersmart/index.html
https://www.usbr.gov/watersmart/index.html


Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) WaterSMART Grants

•Available BOR Grants (short list)
•Water & Energy Efficiency
•Water Marketing Strategy
• Small-Scale Water Efficiency Projects
• Drought Response Program

•Other WaterSMART Grant 
Programs Available
•Refer to BOR WaterSMART link



NRCS EQIP WaterSMART Initiative (WSI)

•MAGSA was awarded BOR 
WaterSMART grant in 2020
•Groundwater Well Monitoring Project

•Proposal submitted and selected for 
NRCS EQIP-WSI Program
•Allocated $1,000,000/year for 5 years
• FY 2022-2026
•Projected new contracted acreage 

1,000/year



MAGSA WaterSMART Initiative

•NRCS Conservation Practices Available
• Irrigation Systems (micro, drip, 
sprinkler)
• Irrigation Pipelines (flood)
•Flowmeters
• Irrigation Water Management (IWM) 

• Soil Moisture Monitoring
• Irrigation Pumps (booster, SW transport)

•Not for well pumps



USDA-NRCS EQIP PROGRAM

• Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
•Provides financial and technical assistance to 

agricultural producers to address natural resource 
concerns
• Soil, Water, Air, Plants, Animals, Energy, and Humans

•Voluntary conservation program helps producers make 
conservation work for them
• Technical and financial resources utilized to implement 

improvements NRCS Conservation Practices
•You can voluntarily implement conservation practices 

and NRCS co-invests in these practices with you



NRCS EQIP WaterSMART 
Application Process

Mikhael Kazzi
Soil Conservationist

559-490-8022
Mikhael.Kazzi@usda.gov



Overview of Application Process

1) Register your land with FSA

2) Contact the NRCS Fresno Field Office: in person or call (559-276-7494, Ext. 3)

3) Complete the Application Packet (preferably with a Soil Conservationist)

a) Application (CPA-1200)

b) Adjusted Gross Income (CCC-941)

c) Direct Deposit Form (SF-1199)

d) Irrigation History (LTP-5)

4) NRCS will set up a site visit, Plan, Rank, Assess, and Submit your Application

5) Application Selection



Application Tips

▪ Need Lease Agreement if farm owner is different than farm 
operator
▪ Must show at least 5 years of control 

▪ Consistent name of Individual, LLC, Trust, etc. across all forms

▪ Consistent address across all forms

▪Must have wet signature and wet date (not typed)

▪ Need Voided Check to complete SF-1199



General Timeline

FY 2023 begins October 2022

Application Deadline will *likely* be December 2022

Application Selection will *likely* be January/February 2023

Contracting will *likely* be March/April 2023

Please keep this timeline in mind when thinking about conservation 
practices and your farm’s operations!



Questions? Comments? Concerns?

NRCS Fresno Field Office 

4625 W Jennifer Ave #125

Fresno, CA

559-276-7494, Ext. 3

Mikhael Kazzi

Soil Conservationist

559-490-8022

Mikhael.Kazzi@usda.gov 



Final Reminders

• Get into Farm Service Agency (FSA) now!

• Application guide is coming and will be available on MAGSA website
• Receive guide straight to your email inbox: www.mcmullinarea.org/email

• EQIP WaterSMART Application Drop-Off events 
• Fridays in October in Kerman

• Get help from NRCS representative finalizing your application and drop it off in Kerman



Q&A 

NRCS Fresno Field Office 

4625 W Jennifer Ave #125

Fresno, CA

559-276-7494, Ext. 3

Mikhael.Kazzi@usda.gov 

559-490-8022

Farm Service Agency

(559) 276-7494 Ext. 2

Russ.Friend@usda.gov 

Chris.SanNioclas@usda.gov 

MAGSA

275 S. Madera Ave. Suite 301 
Kerman, CA

(559) 515-3339

www.mcmullinarea.org

Sign up for email updates:

www.mcmullinarea.org/email



Thank you for attending!
NRCS EQIP Application Webinar

Wednesday, August 10, 2022


