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McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency: MAGSA

Who is MAGSA?
The McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
(MAGSA) was formed on January 31, 2017 when Fresno 
County, Raisin City Water District, and Mid-Valley Water 
District executed the McMullin Area Groundwater Sus-
tainability Agency Joint Powers Agreement. MAGSA is 
authorized under the Sustainable Groundwater Manage-
ment Act (SGMA) to manage groundwater at a local level. 

What is “sustainability”?
Sustainability means balanced levels of groundwater by 
2040. SGMA defines sustainable groundwater management 
as the management and use of groundwater in a manner 
that does not cause undesirable results for the following 
indicators:

Chronic Lowering of Groundwater Levels

Reduction of Storage

Degraded Water Quality

Land Subsidence

Surface Water Depletion

What is the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act (SGMA)?
The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) is 
a CA law requiring groundwater levels to be sustainable 
by 2040. SGMA’s goal is to allow local agencies to sustain-
ably manage groundwater by implementing their GSPs.

What is a Groundwater Sustainability 
Plan (GSP)?
A GSP is a roadmap for how a region will avoid the nega-
tive effects of groundwater overdraft and achieve sustain-
ability by 2040. MAGSA actively sought landowner feed-
back during GSP development and continues to do so 
through the Stakeholder Committee and other channels. 
MAGSA’s GSP was adopted in 2019 and can be viewed at: 
www.mcmullinarea.org/gspdownload.

MAGSA is committed to securing a sustainable ground-
water supply through collaboration with landowners and 
the implementation of innovative recharge projects.

Who is the Kings Subbasin?
The Kings Subbasin is made up of seven GSAs including 
MAGSA . Together, these GSAs are coordinating to achieve 
groundwater sustainability in the region. Groundwater is 
managed locally by MAGSA through  policies, programs and 
projects, but long term sustainability requires the collabora-
tion of the entire Kings Subbasin.



Follow us on Twitter and LinkedIn: 
@McMullinAreaGSA

Visit our website at:        
www.mcmullinarea.org or 
scan the QR code below!

Sign up for our MAGSA Landowner Email list 
at: www.mcmullinarea.org/email

How MAGSA Will Achieve Groundwater Sustainability by 2040

MAGSA’s 2022 Projects & Priorities

Equip landowners with specific & accurate groundwater data
•	 Well registration 
•	 Well metering and telemetry

Increase groundwater supply in the region
•	 Aquaterra Water Bank
•	 McMullin On-Farm Flood Capture Expansion Project 
•	 Resources to help landowners adopt groundwater recharge methods in their 

water management practices
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MAGSA’s Phased Mitigation Approach
MAGSA’s technical consultants spent two years gathering and analyzing data on MAGSA’s groundwater conditions. The 
data tells us the amount of groundwater overdraft occurring that must be reduced to achieve sustainability. Over the 
20-year Groundwater Sustainability Plan implementation timeline, MAGSA is implementing projects like the McMullin 
On-Farm Expansion Project and Aquaterra Water Bank along with management actions like well metering to balance the 
estimated annual 91,000 acre-feet of groundwater overdraft occurring within the agency. 
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