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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
MCMULLIN AREA GROUNDWATER  

SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 
May 3, 2023 

 
The Board of Directors of the McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency met in the 
Kerman Community Center boardroom for a live and in-person meeting and provided additional 
public streaming access to the boardroom of the Agency, via Zoom meeting protocols and Owl 
audio and video, on Wednesday, May 3, 2023 at the hour of 2:00 P.M.   
 
Chairman Cameron presided and General Manager/Secretary Hurley kept the Minutes. 
 
DIRECTORS PRESENT: Matt Abercrombie 
    Don Cameron 
    Brian Pacheco   

Jonathon DeGroot 
Ariel Namvar (2:18 pm) 
 

DIRECTORS ABSENT: None 
     
     
OTHERS PRESENT: Matthew H. Hurley – General Manager/Secretary 

Cristel Tufenkjian – Deputy General Manager 
    Shawnda Grady, General Counsel (remote) 
    Lynn Groundwater, Provost and Pritchard 

Randy Hopkins, Provost and Pritchard    
    Ashley Goldsmith, Blue Chair Communications 

 
Chairman Cameron called the meeting to order at 2:08 P.M.   
 
Chairman Cameron asked if the Public had any comment. There was no public comment. 
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APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE APRIL 5, 2023 REGULAR MEETING 

The Board reviewed the draft Minutes of the April 5, 2023 Regular Meeting. On the motion 
of Director DeGroot, with the second of Director Abercrombie, the Board unanimously 
approved the draft Minutes of the April 5, 2023 Regular Meeting, as presented. (4-0-1)  

FINANCIAL 
 

1. GM Hurley presented the current log of checks written since the last approved 
disbursements.  He requested that the Board approve/ratify the checks written through 
April 30, 2023.  On the motion of Director Abercrombie, with the second of Director 
DeGroot, the Board unanimously ratified the checks written through April 30, 2023. (4-0-
1) 
 

2. GM Hurley requested that the review of a draft estimated financial statement for the 
Agency for the third quarter fiscal year be tabled to the June 7 Regular Board Meeting to 
align with the Prop 218 hearing and budget discussion. The item was tabled. 
 

3. The Board received a report on the activity in the last month relative to the anticipated 
renewal of the Proposition 218 fee. GM Hurley reported a webinar was held to discuss 
questions and concerns regarding the 218 fee. No concerns were raised. The 218 notice 
was mailed out last week to notify landowners about the public hearing on June 7 and the 
process for providing objections to the fee. 
 

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 
 

1. This item was a report from the General Manager concerning the following items: 
 
Item a.) GM Hurley reported the state of the Agency is excellent.  b.) through d.), GM 
Hurley reviewed the ongoing progress on the water banking project development and 
environmental noting that the final properties were surveyed for the Cultural Resources 
Survey. Hurley stated that MAGSA’s environmental consultant, Tetra Tech, is waiting to 
hear back from the Bureau of Reclamation regarding any additional work that may be 
required. Hurley stated that an environmental water model is also being completed for the 
Expansion Project by Tetra Tech. It is expected that this document will be out for public 
review in the upcoming weeks. Hurley reported that most of the landowners have been 
notified regarding the status of the 2023 batch dedicated MAGSA EQIP program funding 
applications. The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is working on the 
contracts with landowners. Hurley stated for those landowners who are utilizing the 
funding for meters, telemetry and installation, contact the MAGSA office to take advantage 
of the discounted price that MAGSA has negotiated. GM Hurley reported that the 
McMullin Expansion Project Watershed Plan, which is the NEPA (National Environmental 
Policy Act) document, is being reviewed by NRCS. In addition, Hurley reported that the 
90 percent drawings for the Project are being completed and construction drawings are 
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next.  Hurley reported that notification was received from the Bureau of Reclamation that 
MAGSA is recommended for approval of a $2.8 million WaterSMART grant for metering 
and telemetry. Hurley noted this will pay for about half of the cost to install a meter, 
telemetry and one year of data reporting on 925 wells. This is in addition to about 100 wells 
that will have the same package installed through the EQIP Program. The grant application 
also included six additional weather stations and Irrigation for the Future’s program to 
improve water use efficiency. Hurley reported that the Bureau has an upcoming webinar 
to discuss the contract and that a system will be set up with the landowners to manage the 
installation of the meters. Discussion followed regarding MAGSA’s climate network 
utilizing all available weather stations within MAGSA’s boundaries. 
 

GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY PLAN IMPLEMENTATION 
 

1. The Board received a report from GM Hurley on the status of the implementation of the 
Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP). He reported that the Kings Subbasin Coordination 
Group is waiting to receive DWR’s staff reports that were generated from the GSP approval 
process. The reports contain recommendations that will be incorporated into the 2025 GSP 
update. Hurley reported that MAGSA is working on a meeting with the San Joaquin 
Restoration Project to discuss data gaps. 
 

2. The Kings Subbasin Coordination Group meeting was cancelled in April since DWR’s 
staff reports have not been received. 

IV. DIRECTORS REPORTS 

Report from County of Fresno:  Director Abercrombie reported that he participated in a 
session with Bachand & Associates as part of the On-Farm Recharge University. The 
session was very informative on what to consider when implementing on-farm recharge on 
his property.  
 
Report from Raisin City Water District:  Director DeGroot reported that Provost & 
Pritchard presented Raisin City Water District with a proposal outlining the steps for 
annexing the White Area. DeGroot stated the Raisin City Water Distirct Board approved 
the annexation proposal. 

 
Report from Mid Valley Water District:  Director Namvar reported there are no current 
updates. Of note is the waiving of Mid Valley Water District’s sphere of influence in 
support of the annexation process. 

V. AD HOC COMMITTEES 

Ashley Goldsmith reported on the latest information on Outreach efforts and website 
activity during the previous month.  Goldsmith noted that since January website views 
continue to increase. Goldsmith reported that the video showing the turning on of the 
Terranova Pump has reached 93,000 views and subscriptions to the YouTube channel have 
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increased. Goldsmith reported that the first Cohort of the On-Farm Recharge University 
graduated in April.  
 

VI. UPCOMING MEETINGS 

 MAGSA Board    June 7, 2023 

Kings Subbasin GSA Coordination: May 19, 2023 

MAGSA Stakeholder:   May  2023 (Tent.) 
MAGSA Technical Advisory: May 2023 (Tent.)   
Mid-Valley Water District:  TBD 
Raisin City Water District:  May 16, 2023 

VII. CLOSED SESSION 

Chairman Cameron explained to the public and announced that the Board would be re-convening 
the meeting into a Closed Session to review the following agenda items: 

1. Conference with Legal Counsel – Anticipated Litigation 

a. Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to paragraph (2) of Government 
Code Section 54956.9(d): (One potential case) 
 

2. Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation - Government Code Section 
54956.9(d): 

a. James Irrigation District v McMullin Area GSA, Fresno Superior Court 
 

3. REPORT ON CLOSED SESSION 
 

The Board returned from Closed Session and Chairman Cameron announced that the Board had 
taken no action during the Closed Session discussions. 

4. ADJOURNED TO THE REGULAR June 7, 2023 MEETING. 

Attest: 
 
_______________________________________ 
Matthew H. Hurley, Board Secretary 
 
Affirmed: 
 
_______________________________________ 
Don Cameron, Chairman 


