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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
MCMULLIN AREA GROUNDWATER  

SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 
June 7, 2023 

 
The Board of Directors of the McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency met in the 
Kerman Community Center boardroom for a live and in-person meeting and provided additional 
public streaming access to the boardroom of the Agency, via Zoom meeting protocols and Owl 
audio and video, on Wednesday, June 7, 2023 at the hour of 2:00 P.M.   
 
Chairman Cameron presided and General Manager/Secretary Hurley kept the Minutes. 
 
DIRECTORS PRESENT: Matt Abercrombie 
    Don Cameron 
    Brian Pacheco   

Jonathon DeGroot 
Ariel Namvar 
 

DIRECTORS ABSENT: None 
      
OTHERS PRESENT: Matthew H. Hurley – General Manager/Secretary 

Cristel Tufenkjian – Deputy General Manager 
    Shawnda Grady, General Counsel (remote) 
    Lynn Groundwater, Provost and Pritchard 

Breanna Hardy, Provost and Pritchard    
     
Chairman Cameron called the meeting to order at 2:01 P.M.   
 
Chairman Cameron asked if the Public had any comment. There was no public comment. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MAY 3, 2023 REGULAR MEETING 



 

2 
 

The Board reviewed the draft Minutes of the May 3, 2023 Regular Meeting. On the motion of 
Director Abercrombie, with the second of Director DeGroot, the Board unanimously approved the 
draft Minutes of the May 3, 2023 Regular Meeting, as presented. (5-0)  

FINANCIAL 

GM Hurley presented the current log of checks written since the last approved disbursements. He 
requested that the Board ratify the checks written through May 31, 2023. On the motion of Director 
DeGroot, with the second of Director Abercrombie, the Board unanimously ratified the checks 
written through May 31, 2023. (5-0) 

The Board reviewed the estimated financial statement for the Agency for the third quarter of the 
2022-23 Fiscal Year for the period ending March 31, 2023. GM Hurley noted that the negative 
balance is due to the fact that the second half of the property taxes were not received when the 
statement was prepared. 

PUBLIC HEARING – Property Related Fee Renewal 
 
Chairman Cameron opened the Property Related Fee Renewal Public Hearing. GM Hurley 
reported the purpose of the public hearing was for the renewal for an additional five (5) year period 
of the $19.00/acre real property related fee currently being assessed. He noted that the data required 
for the review of the proposed property related fee renewal has been made available during the 
review period on the MAGSA website. In addition, the required public notice was made to all 
effected landowners within MAGSA. Chairman Cameron asked if anyone from the public would 
like to comment or make a protest regarding the fee renewal. No comments or protests were made. 
Chairman Cameron stated the Public Hearing will be continued to the July 5 Regular Board 
Meeting to allow for publication of the public hearing in a paper of record. 
 
GM Hurley requested that items related to the public hearing including 4 and 4 a) related to  
Resolution 2023-01 and item 5 which is a draft agreement with the County of Fresno Tax 
Collector’s office be tabled. On the motion of Director Abercrombie, with the second of Director 
DeGroot, the Board unanimously approved the tabling of agenda items 4, 4 a), and 5. 
 
GM Hurley presented a 5-year draft budget. Hurley noted the first column represented the 
proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2023-24. The proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2023-24 will be 
considered by the Board for approval at the July 5th meeting pending the approval of the 
Proposition 218 Property Related Fee Renewal. 

 
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 
 
Item a.) GM Hurley reported the state of the Agency is excellent.  b.) through d.), GM Hurley 
reviewed the ongoing progress of the Aquaterra Water Bank development and environmental 
noting that the Cultural Resources Survey was completed. MAGSA’s environmental consultant, 
Tetra Tech, is waiting to hear back from the Bureau of Reclamation regarding any additional work 
that may be required. Hurley requested that landowners who have received MAGSA EQIP 



 

3 
 

program funding and are utilizing the funding for meters, telemetry, and installation, contact the 
MAGSA office to take advantage of the discounted price that MAGSA has negotiated. Hurley 
stated the $2.8 million WaterSmart grant for metering and telemetry will pay for about half of the 
cost to install 925 meters, telemetry and one year of monitoring. Hurley reported a meeting was 
held with the Bureau to discuss the federal requirements and process for implementing the grant. 
Hurley noted that a process for landowners will be communicated in August. The goal is to install 
approximately 300 meters a year over a 3-year period. Hurley reported the construction drawings 
for the McMullin Expansion Project are being completed. Bid documents are targeted for the fall 
with the goal of starting construction in the first quarter of 2024. 

Hurley requested the Board consider amending the agenda to consider Resolution 23-02 pursuant 
to Gov Code section 54954.2(b)(2) which allows upon a determination that there is a need to 
take immediate action and that the need for action came to the attention of the local agency 
subsequent to the agenda being posted as specified in subdivision (a). Hurley reported that in 
discussions with the Department of Water Resources (DWR) this morning that a Board 
resolution was required to contract with DWR. The contract would allow, through Fresno 
County’ emergency services, for reimbursement of costs for fuel and pumps to be used to 
support the Governor’s Executive Order to divert flood waters in order to reduce the risk of 
flooding of downstream communities. This Executive Order was extended through August 31st 
allowing for additional on-farm recharge into the MAGSA service area. In addition, MAGSA 
has secured funding that also will be under contract with DWR to pay the cost in the amount of 
approximately $100,000 to shred trees on MAGSA’s 80-acre leased property that will be 
converted into a recharge basin in the future. 
 
On the motion of Director DeGroot, with the second of Director Namvar, the Board unanimously 
approved amending the agenda to consider Resolution No. 23-02 AUTHORIZING 
CONTRACTING WITH THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, DEPARTMENT OF WATER 
RESOURCES, FOR COOPERATIVE EMERGENCY FLOOD MANAGEMENT AND 
RELATED SERVICES as presented (4-0–1) Cameron abstained 
 
On the motion of Director Abercrombie, with the second of Director Degroot, the Board 
unanimously approved the adoption of Resolution No. 23-02 AUTHORIZING CONTRACTING 
WITH THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES, FOR 
COOPERATIVE EMERGENCY FLOOD MANAGEMENT AND RELATED SERVICES as 
presented (4-0–1) Cameron abstained 
 
GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY PLAN IMPLEMENTATION 

The Board received a report from GM Hurley on the status of the implementation of the 
Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP). Hurley reported that the Kings Subbasin Coordination 
Group is still waiting to receive DWR’s comments that will contain recommendations to be 
incorporated into the 2025 GSP update. 
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IV. DIRECTORS REPORTS 

Report from County of Fresno:  Director Abercrombie reported the White Area is working 
on the annexation with Raisin City Water District. 

Report from Raisin City Water District:  The Board did not meet. The investigation into 
the annexation continues. 

Report from Mid Valley Water District:  The Board did not meet. 

V. AD HOC COMMITTEES 

Breanna Hardy reported on the latest information on outreach efforts. Hardy reported the 
site visits for the On-Farm Recharge University were completed. Hardy reported that a 
webinar was held in April regarding the Prop 218 Fee Renewal. A new Well Owner Guide 
was developed that provides information about well registration, well permits, Board 
policies and other well-related information. The Guide is available for viewing on 
MAGSA’s website. Hardy reported on the grant that was submitted in partnership with 
Fresno State to provide landowners support with irrigation efficiency.  
 

VI. UPCOMING MEETINGS 
 MAGSA Board    July 5, 2023 

Kings Subbasin GSA Coordination June 16, 2023 
MAGSA Stakeholder   June 2023 (Tent.) 
MAGSA Technical Advisory  June 2023 (Tent.      
Mid-Valley Water District  TBD 
Raisin City Water District  June 20, 2023 
 

VII. CLOSED SESSION 

Chairman Cameron explained to the public and announced that the Board would be re-convening 
the meeting into a Closed Session to review the following agenda items: 

1. Conference with Legal Counsel – Anticipated Litigation 

a. Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to paragraph (2) of Government 
Code Section 54956.9(d): (One potential case) 
 

2. Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation - Government Code Section 
54956.9(d): 

a. James Irrigation District v McMullin Area GSA, Fresno Superior Court 
 

3. REPORT ON CLOSED SESSION 
 

The Board returned from Closed Session and Chairman Cameron announced that the Board had 
taken no action during the Closed Session discussions. 
 



 

5 
 

4. ADJOURNED TO THE REGULAR July 5, 2023 MEETING. 

Attest: 
 
_______________________________________ 
Matthew H. Hurley, Board Secretary 
 
Affirmed: 
 
_______________________________________ 
Don Cameron, Chairman 


