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Groundwater Sustainability Agency

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE MCMULLIN AREA
GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY
August 5, 2026

The Board of Directors of the McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency met in the
Kerman Community Center for a live and in-person meeting and provided additional public
streaming access to the boardroom of the Agency, via Zoom meeting protocols and Owl audio and
video, on Wednesday, August 5, 2026, at the hour of 2:30 P.M.

Chairman DeGroot presided and General Manager/Secretary Hurley kept the Minutes.

DIRECTORS PRESENT: Matt Abercrombie
Varinder Nijjar
Gere Gunlund
Brian Pacheco
Jonathon DeGroot

DIRECTORS ABSENT: None

OTHERS PRESENT: Matthew H. Hurley, General Manager/Secretary
Cristel Tufenkjian, Deputy General Manager
Robert Donlan, General Counsel (online)
Ashley Goldsmith, Blue Chair Communications

Chairman DeGroot called the meeting to order at 2:31 P.M. and asked for public comment. There
was no public comment.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF JULY 2,2026 REGULAR MEETING and JULY 31,
2026 SPECIAL MEETING

The Board was asked to review and approve draft minutes for the July 2, 2026 Regular Meeting
and the July 31, 2026 Special Meeting. On the motion of Director Abercrombie, with the second
of Director Nijjar, the Board unanimously approved the July 2, 206 Regular Meeting and July 31,
2026 Special Meeting minutes. Meetings. (5-0-0)



FINANCIAL

General Manager Matt Hurley presented the current log of checks written since the last approved
disbursements. He requested the Board ratify the checks disbursements. On the motion of Director
Nijjar, with the second of Director Abercrombie, the Board unanimously ratified the checks
disbursements. (5-0-0)

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

General Manager Report

Status of Water Bank Environmental Review and Engineering: GM Hurley reported that the
MAGSA’s environmental consultant, TetraTech is coming to the end of the review of the
comments made to the draft Environmental Impact Report. After the comments have been
finalized, the EIR will come back to the Board for consideration.

WaterSMART meter, telemetry and monitoring grant, rebates and ongoing non-compliance
enforcement program: DGM Tufenkjian reported that a letter was mailed to landowners who
completed a portion of the rebate process. This resulted in seven more rebates being processed.
GM Hurley stated that collection action will be taken against those landowners who have not
complied with MAGSA’s meter regulations.

Status of the MAGSA Expansion Project: GM Hurley stated that the opening of the rebids took
place at 10 am earlier August 5, 2026. GM Hurley called on Provost & Pritchard Engineer Lynn
Groundwater to discuss the bids that were received. Groundwater reported that the bidding process
allowed for 3 types of bids: Part A - pump structures and road crossings; Part B - canal earthwork
and turnouts: and Part C - the combined total bid for Parts A and B. Groundwater stated that the
low bid for Part A was Laurel Ag at $12,578,857.60, low bid for Part B was Cal Valley at
$8,552,625.00, and low bid for Part C was WM Lyles at 22,792,200.00. Groundwater reported that
the low bids will be verified. GM Hurley stated that once the bids have been verified, staff will
make a recommendation to the Board to award a contract.

Status of the State Water Board grant funding: GM Hurley stated that MAGSA continues to work
with the State Board to finalize the $10 million grant.

Status of property tax assessment: GM Hurley reported that the reconsideration of the $32.85
assessment on the 2026-2027 tax roll will be discussed in close session.

GSP Update: GM Hurley reported that the Kings Subbasin Coordination Group did not meet last
month.

Report from County of Fresno: No report

Report from Raisin City Water District: Director Gunlund reported that there are two seats up for
election if anyone within Raisin City WD is interested in running. The deadline for filing is on
Friday, August 14.



Report from Mid Valley Water District: Director Nijjar reported that elections are also upcoming
for Mid Valley WD and that the deadline for filing is this Friday, August 14 for those who are
interested in running.

AD HOC COMMITTEES

Outreach: Ashley Goldsmith reported that the Grower Irrigation Academy, a grant-funded
program with Fresno State Center for Irrigation, will be conducting grower workshops this fall on
how to access and use the data from the newly installed weather stations, which were funded by a
Bureau of Reclamation grant.

Ad Hoc Board Policy Committee: Director DeGroot reported that he and ad hoc committee
member Nijjar are working with James Irrigation District on final agreement details between
MAGSA and James ID.

UPCOMING MEETINGS

Chairman DeGroot noted the following upcoming meetings:

MAGSA Board September 2, 2026
Kings Subbasin GSA Coordination August 21, 2026
MAGSA Stakeholder TBD

MAGSA Technical Advisory TBD

Mid-Valley Water District TBD

Raisin City Water District August 18, 2026
CLOSED SESSION

The Board returned from Closed Session and Chairman DeGroot announced the Board had taken
no action during the Closed Session discussions.

JOURNED to the Regular Meeting on September 2, 2026.
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